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DMriginal Effaps, 


—_——— 


Hither the products of your closet-labors bring, 
Bnrich our columns, and instruct mankind. 


FOR THE BALANCE. 


ee ee 


EULOGY ON GEESE. 


Messrs. Evrrors, 


Avrrucren, as 1 fometimes 
am, with that fcorbutic difeafe, the itch 
for appearing in print, I have been puz- 
zling my brain, two whole hours, to find 
afubje&t tor your BALANCE; when, at 
laft, one was fortunately fuggefted to me 
by happening to fix my eyes attentively 
upon the gen, which I was all this time 
holding in my hand. Ameng all the fub- 
jeéts, which have engaged the attention of 
the learned, I do not remember to have 
feen an eulogy on geefe; be this, then, 
my theme ; and I doubt not but it will 
appear, in the fequel of this difcuffion, 
that, excepting the cow and the fheep, 
there is no living creature upon earth, be- 
low the rank of man, which is of fo much 
ufe and importance asthe goofe. Were ] 
difpofed to purfue this momentous fubjeét 
in its various details, I might quote the 
ftory of the Roman hiftorian, which re- 
lates that imperial Rome itfelf was once 
faved from the fangs of an invading foe 
by the cackling ot a goofe ; 1 might expa- 
tiate on the delicious flefh of this feathered 
animal, and efpecially on the unequalled 
delicacy of its down, that fills the pillow 
upon which the lovely Chloe lays her 
head. I might alfo bring into view the 
laudable obfequioufnefs of geefe, manifeft- 





ed in their implicitly following their fie- 
leader ; \ikewife their f{cientific {kill, 
which has been evinced in their aerial 
voyages, fometimes of a thoufand miles, 
without the help of the magnetic needle, 
or aquadrant. But waving thefe topics, 
I fhall confine myfelf to the guz/, that this 
creature fheds for the ufe of man, and 
which, more than any other inftrument, 
promotes human intelligence. 

Hail, Goofe-quill ! while Iam holding 
thee in my hand, I will defcribe and pro- 
claim thy worth. But for thee, in vain 
had Fauflus invented the art of printing. 
But for thee, tair fcience would famith, | 
or would be monopolized, as of old, by 
a few. 


The world had been inhabited almoft 
five thoufand years, before the ineftimable 
worth of the goofe-quill was difcovered. 
The eld Romans ufed a bodkin, made of 
metal or fome other hard fubftance, for a 
pen ; and they wrote on tables covered 
with wax. Hence, a famous code of their 
laws, which were engraven in this manner, 
was called ‘* the twelve tables.’ This 
kind of pen was alfo ufed by the ancient, 
Arabians and Hebrews. Job, who was 
probably an Arabian, and lived as early or 
earlier than the time of Mofes, {peaks of 
graving with ‘a pen ofiron,” Jeremiah 
faid, ‘* The fin of Judah is written with a 
pen of iron, and with the point of a dia- 
mond : it is graven upon the table of their 
heart.”” This had an undoubted reference 
to their manner of writing, like the Ro- 
mans, On waxen tables, and with a pen 
made of iron or a fharpened piece of a 
diamond. 
this, that Solomon commanded his pupil 





| his heart.” 


It was alfo with reference to | 








That ancient mode of writ- 
ing, which muft have been very inconven- 
ient and flow, was fuperceded by ‘the 
ufe of coloured liquids, or ink ; When the 
pen of iron gave place to the calamus, a 
kind of reed that grew in Egypt, but the 
beft fort, in the fouthern provinces of 
Perfia. Thefe reeds were fplit and fharp- 
ened to a point. Nor was it till fome- 
time in the feventh century of the chriftian 
era, that fome happy genius hit upon the 
difcovery of making pens from the quills 
of geefe. This, I fcruple not to declare, 
as it refpeéts the republic of letters, was a- 
mong the moft important difceveries, 
which have been made by man. Writing 
bas fince been rendered unfpeakably more 
eafy ; and the world has been furnifhed 
with a plentiful and cheap fupply of 


pens. 


Goole-quills are among the real necefla- 
ries of lite. They are ufed in almoft ev- 
ery kind of bufinefs. They are the props 
and promoters of fcience. _Without their 
aid the wheels of bufinefs would be ob- 
ftruéted ; printing-prefles would be ftruck 
with a deadly palfy ; and the arts and f{ci- 
ences would fink {peedily toward the flate of 
favage barbarifm. The horfe is a fine crea- 
ture, and much has been faid and fung in 
praife of this noble animal : but were hor- 
fes to be {truck out of exiftence, it might 
perhaps be a lefs calamity to man than the 
extin€tion of the race of geefe. 


Hail, ineftimable bird ! What are the 
gay plumage of the peacock, and the de- 
licious notes of the nightingale, iji¢om- 
parifon with the value of thy quills?» 


The eagle, that pierces the clouds and 
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by the antient-Greeks and Romans, con- | 
feerated bo depict: The grave and moody- 

looking bird, the Ow/, was fuppofed to be 

the favorite of Minerva, the Goddefs of 

Wifdom. In thofe days of fuperttition 

and idolatry, if the full worth of the goofe 

had been known, it might perhaps have 

been generally worfhipped, as was the A- 

pis or ox, in Egypt. 


A KNIGHT OF THE GOOSE-QUILL. 


ARAL S DITTO I —— 
Political. 


-_—_—eo—_ 


FOR THE BALANCE. 





« Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.” 





AM ACCURATE STATEMENT OF FACTS, 
py i cabay | CONCERNING 
Mr. MITORNEY-GENERAL SPENCER’: 
“ LATE ATTACK 
ON THE 


Liberty of the Prefs, 


IN THIS COUNTY. 


Written by a gentleman whe was at court during the 
whole transaction, and who pledges himself ; 
that the detail is gubstanstially correct. 


—_—_— 


[| CONTINUED. ] 


N Thurfday morning, Mr. Sren- 
CER renewed his motion, that Mr. Cros- 
WELL fhould be bound, himfelt in 2000 
dollars, and his fureties in 1900 each, up- 
on each of the indiétments, to appear &c. 
& alfo to keep the peace and be of good be- 
haviour. 

In giving the arguments of the counfel 
on both fides, it is not to be expefted that 
every word they faid fhould be copied.— 
They are given from recolleétion only. 
It is not poffible, in this way, to do juftice 
to either of the gentlemen. Some faint i- 
dea, however, of their arguments, and of 
their eloquence, may be gathered from 
the following fketches ; and whenever it 
was practicable, their very language is 
given. 

Mr, Spencer opened the debate, by 
producing authorities in fupport of his mo- 
tion. . He cited the flatute of the a4th of 
Edward il], which he faid was incarpora- 
ted in our revifed code, vol. 1ft, page 304. 
He referred particularly to the 6th feétion 
of the aft, which gives every juftice in the 
ftate, power to caufe to come before them 
perfoms who de not of good fame, and to 
give furety tor their good behavior ; and 

under the words ‘* be not of good fame” 








‘he contended every libeller was found.— 


nal 


To eftablifh this propofition he firft re- 
feredto 4th Black. Com. 256—*‘* Under 
the general words of this expreflion, ¢hat 
be not of good fame, it is holden that a 
man may be bound to his good behavior, 
for caufes of [candal, contra bonos mores, 
as well as contra pacem, as for haunting 
bawdy houfes with women of bad fame ; 
or for keeping fuch women in his own 
houfe ; or for words tending to {candalize 
the government ; gr in abufe of the offi- 
cers of juftice, efpecially in the execu- 
tion of their office, &c. and other per- 
fons, whofe mifbehaviour may reafonably 
bring them within the general words of the 
flatute as perfons ** not of good tame.” 
He next referred to Hawkin’s Pleas of the 
crown, 1ft vol. page 955, where it is af- 
firmed that the author of an obf{cene book 
may be bound over asa perfon of bad 
fame, altho’ he cannot be punifhed by law 
as a libeller. A fortiori, he contended, a 
libeller was within the words of the ftat- 
ute. Hethen quoted the third vol. of 
Burn’s jultice, page 348 and 349, to the 
fame effe€t. And from thefe authorities 
he contended that Mr. CroswE Lt, ftand- 
ing indiéted for a libel againft THomAs 
JEFFERSON, could legally be compelled to 
find furety tor the peace and his good be- 
haviour. | 


Mr. WILLIAMs opened the defence.— 
He began by flating, that the queftion be- 
fore the court was of as general concern, 
and of as great importance to the commu- 
nity, as any queition ever before difcuf- 
fedin this country. In his apprehenfion, 
it was no lefsthan, whether the prefs fhould 
remain unfhackled, or become fubfervient 
to the whims of every magiftrate ; wheth. 
er, ina free government, free difcuflion of 
public men and public meafures fhoul 
longer be tolerated, or our rights, our laws 
and conftitution, trampled under toot, and 
we deprived of the lalt miferable folace ot 
complaining with impunity. 


be deprived of the mghts of a freeman. It 
was not whether one individual ihould 
fall a viétim to the perfecutions of revenge. 
Thefe were, indeed, confiderations of im- 
portance ; but when compared with thofe 
tatal and mofl extenfive miichiefs, which 
muft flow from a wrong decifion, thefe 
confiderations dwindled into nothing.— 
He enjoined it, therefore, upon the judg- 
es, to rife fuperior to party prejudices, to 
banifh from their minds every bias, and 
to decide this important queftion upen the 
folid principles of law and reafon. He 
faid that, for the purpofes of this difcuffion, 
certain principles were admitted. 1{t. i hat 
a libel was not a breach of the peace, but 
only tends to a breach of it. 2d. That 
the truth of a publication cannot be given 
in evidence as a juftification of its author. 
gd. That a recognizance for the keeping 








It was not || P 


Bynpee whether +ABRY WRORWERL fhould || ceived his duty, though bis ruin might be 


_>_— 


of the peace and for good behaviour 
forfeited by aéts which merely tend toa 
breach of the peace. Mr. Croswe rt he 
contended, had been guilty of no Ctinie 
He had net broken the peace—nor, in the 
eye of the court, had he been guilty of a. 
ny aét which even tended to a breach of 
the peace. He was merely indided tor 4 
libel, and the judges could not confider 
him as a libeller until a jury of his coun. 
try had pronounced his publications libel. 
lous. Noone had {worn the peace again 
him. No one had the leaft pretence for 
fo doing. He had done nothing, there. 
fore, tor which, at common law, he was 
liable to this recognizance. Mr. Wr. 
LIAMs, therefore, contended, that ex-offi. 
cio, the juftices had no power to bind him 
over, either to keep the peace or to be of 
good behaviour. He faid that the Attor. 
ney General had placed the queftion on its 
true grounds. For the only pretence which 
the juftices could have for the exercife of 
this power, was found in the flatute of the 
34 of Edward III], incorporated in the 
reviled code of this ftate.x—The claufe of 
the ftatute cited by the Attorney-General, 
gave the juflices power to bind over **{uch 
as be not of good fame,”’ to be of good be. 
havior. And within the meaning of this 
claufe, he had endeavored to bring Mr. 
CroswEtt. On this ground, Mr, Wit. 
LIAMS faid he would meet him. And he 
was the more willing to do this, as he well 
knew, and all the county know, that no 
man, no! not even the public profe. 
cutor himfelt, lefs merited thofe opprobri- 
ous epithets, than the man he was then 
defending. Mr. Crosweit, he flated, 
was a young man—induftrious and repu- 
table. He had juft commenced his part 
in the drama of life ; and fubmitting his 
fate to the fiat of an overruling providence, 
he had refolved that his part fhould be well 
afted. He had chofen the profeffion ofa 
yrinter ; and, unawed by the ‘ powers 


was 


that be,”” he would perform what he con- 


the confequence. There could not exift 
adoubt, theretore, that as to his habit of 


' life, and his general conduét, Mr. Cros- 


WELL was as far from being a fubjeét for 
the application of this claufeot the ftatute, 
as any man in the community. 


The only queftion, Mr. WILLIAMS con- 
tended, was whether the mere indidiment 
for a libel on an officer of government, 8 


| fufficient to bring Mr. CROSWELL within 
the words of the ftatute ?. To eftablith the 


affirmative of this queflion, the Attorney | 


' General had reforted to Englifh authork 





ties. In anfwer to thofe authorities, he 
fiated, that there was not one precifely ia 
point. Thofe which bear hardeft upos 
this quefiion, only flate, that fuch peries 
as {peaks words fending to feandalize t 
governmenn, or in abufe of the officers 
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Misceilany, 
— 
.OF PHILOSOPHIC 


PROFESSION 
. FAITH. 


Tranflated for the BALANCE, from the 
French of a Pupil of Rossrau. 





[conciupEp.] 


AGE of light ! O brilliant 
funfhine of philofophy ! A new day f{prings 
forth ; a divine infpiration elevates me a- 
bove myfelf. And Icry out with my maf- 
ter we have paflions and vices—we have 
nothing but paflions and vices. The lib- 
erty of doing evil is diminifhed by the 
laws, we thén have no liberty ; our con- 
flitution increales abufe; our education 
has its defeéts. Itis all corrupted—philof- 
ophers are often deceived—they are al ways 
deceived. We have frivolous and perni- 
cious arts. They are all fo. A favage man 
has fome confolation and comtert, of all 
beings then he is the moft wife and hap- 
py- Aman who exercifes his body be- 
comes ftronger and more robuft. An in- 
aétive man.only fond of mediation, is a de- 

ved animal ; yes,I repeat it in the face 
of theworld. I hold as inconteftible all the 
decifions of my mafter, and I {wear that 
the truth of them is confirmed by his elo- 
quence. : 

I perceive evil and good neceffarily 
blended together in al] human things,and I 
fay with him that every thing 1s good in a 
ftate of nature, and every thing ewil in a 
flate of civil fociety. Society will be 
flourifhing and I will groan. Harmeny 
will reign and I will fee nothing but difor- 
der. The people will not have the good 
fenfe to return to anarchy and I will! have 
no confolation. Inftruétion, confolation 
and edification will be {fpread by the mimif- 
ters of religion and I will not fee it. The 
magiftrates will render juflice to the peo- 
ple, and I will fay without ceafing, that the 
people are oppreffed. Science will one 
day make new difcoveries, and 1 will 
maintain that fcience does not exift. Rich- 
es will fcatter benefits and I will fupport 
that they produce nothing butevil. 1 will 
fee innumerable aéis of virtue, and will 
affert that there is no virtue. Man will 
feek it inceffantly and I will declare they 
hate it. They 
of their natural and civil bonds, and | will 
affirm that they were deftined to fhun and 
aveid them. Nature affords the materials 
of all arts and I will affirm that they were 

deftined to avoid and fhun us—the arts are 
only a corruption of nature. Men ufe 
thofe faculties and powers beltowed upon 
them by the fupreme being. They are 
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therefore culpable towards him. 
have cultivated the earth. 
thus tranfgreffed. 


And I declare that all men are effential- 
ly equal. That Achilles and Therfites do 
not differ in thought, or in courage—that 
Cataline and Cato, Nero and Titus had 
precifely the fame morals. That dwarfs 
and giants are precifely of the fame fhape, 
and that inequality among men has no 
foundation in nature. I moreover declare 
that the firft man, who faid to another, I 
do not defire the field which you cultivate 
was a wretch—and that the firft who faid 
to his equal, I renounce the liberty ot kil- 
ling you was amontfter. 


Farther, it is well known that Corne- 
ille, Defcartes, Mallebrance, Fenelon, 
Pafcal and Rochefocault and other learned 
men of their day, were free from vice. In 
confequence I am well convinced that all 
our academies are fhops of thieves and af.- 
faflins. That all fharpers are extremely ad- 
diéted to letters, and that Cartouche was 
the fineft genius of his age. This no per- 
fon will deny at this day. For if the {ci- 
ences corrupt the morals, the firft of 
wretches is inconteftibly the firft among 
the literati. And I will prove if neceffa- 
ry that in the ages of ignorance,tor exam- 
ple,in the reigns of Fredegarde and Brun- 
chaut, that the French were virtuous and 
their morals worthy of the golden age. 

I folemnly exhort men to deftroy the 
race of bees and of beavers, which have 
given the banetul example of living in fo- 
ciety—to butcher without pity the faith- 
ful turtle dove, the fatal example of con- 
{tant love ; and to extinguifh the in- 
numerable racé ot dogs, the infamous mod- 
els of heroic friendthip. And we will 
content ourfelves with imitating the un- 
tameable tiger and the roaring lion. 


And I affirm with my mafter that the 
human race for the fpace of fix thoufand 
years, has not produced a fingle juft reaf- 
oning—that men have taught and aéted 
conftantly againft nature. That the laws 
are atenmity with man—that I break their 
yoke—that fophifm ought to {way the fcep- 
tre and reign over the earth till the con- 
fummation of ages. 


Such are the principal articles of this 
heavenly do€trine which I will profefs un- 
til my death ; and which if neceffary I 
will fign with my blood. A fuppliant in 
heart and in mind I have afked my mafter, 
who art thou ? He anfwered me, thou fee- 
it in me, the genius of contradiftion, the 
feourge of evidence and the inventor of 
impoflible remedies for evils which do not 
exilt. 

I proftrate myfelt before him, in expec- 
tation that fome enlightened government 
will honor him with flatues as the Romans 
did to the fever in their temples.—Amen. 


They 
They have 
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NOTE. 


It could be wifhed that it was poffible tg 
attack opinions fo dangerous and fo extrav. 
agant without ceafing to refpe& the authop 
and to admire the talents ot a man of gen. 
ius, led by imagination to write contra 
to the principles of his mind and even the 
inclinations of his heart. It is our duty to 
acknowledge that his works contain a mul 
titude of thoughts ufeful as well as Virtu. 
ous and expreffed elegantly and ingeniouf. 
ly—But the mixture of good only ferves tg 
render the bad more contagious.  Particy. 
lar confiderations ought not to be regard. 
ed when the very foundations ot foci 
are attacked and the mott ufeful truths 
fhaken ; when philofophy is no more than 
an abfurd and univerfal exaggeration— 
when an inundation of arbitrary principles 
which cannot be underftood, much lef 
demonftrated—bear {way—when a fophif. 
tical affeétation of turning fenfe into non. 
fenfe, and delufion into argument exifts, 
[t is then permitted without doubt to raife 
the voice. The agreffor of the human 
race ought to expeét fome repriials. 

AMICUS PLATONI, MAGIS AMIGUS VERITATI, 











Columbian Congress, 
) 4 
From the Gavette of the United States. 


INTERESTING DEBATE 


In the house of representatives, on the resolution of 


Mr. Griswold, calling for information relative to § 


the cession of Leuisiana to France. 





Mr. Grifwold [ Federalift ] moved that 
the following refolution, which he had 
laid upon the table be now confidered : 


Refolved, That the prefident of the U- 
nited States be requefted to direét the pro- 
per officer to lay before this houle copies of 
fuch official documents as have been te 
ceived by this government, announcing 


the ceflion of Louifiana to France, togeth- F 
er with a repert explaining the ftipulations, 


circumftances and conditions under which 
that province is to be delivered up, unlefs 
fuch documents and report will, 10 the 


opinion of the prefident, divulge to the 
houfe particular tranfaétions, not proper # 


this time to be communicated, 

The houfe divided upon the motion to 
confider the report. Ii was carried in the 
affirmative, ayes 95, noes 32. 

Mr. Randolph | Democrat | faid the dil- 
cuffion of that refolution would inyoiveé 
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fubje& nearly conneéted with one which 
bad arifen out of the prefident’s mef- 
e relative to New-Orleans, which had 
been recently difcuffed with clofed doors. 
He fhould therefore move, that the refolu- 
tion be referred to a committee of the 
whole houfe, on the flate of the union, to 
whom was referred the meflage of the 
prefident relative to New-Orieans. 


Mr. Speaker faid the motion was not in 
order: No fuch meflage is mentioned on 
the journals, and it does not appear that the 
committee of the whole onthe ftate of the 
union have any fuch fubje& before them. 
Befides, a! references to the committee of 
the whole on the flate of the union fhould 
be made general. 


Mr. Randolph modified his motion, 
and moved that the refolution be referred 
to a committee of the whole on the itate of 
the union. 

Mr. Grifwold. I hope, fir, the motion 
will not prevail. This refolution relates 
toa public tranfa€tion, a tranfaétion men- 
tioned on your public journals. Why 
fhould you keep fecret from the people 
your proceedings upon a fubjeét of fuch 
vaft importance to the public ? Whatis 
there, what can there be ina difcuffion of 
this refolution, which is improper to be 
known ? If the information itfelf, when 
obtained, fhould ;be of a private or con- 
fidential nature, it will not be difclofed. 
But certainly there can be nothing of fec- 
recy in the queftion, whether we fhall afk 
what that information is. No one will fay 
thatthe papers afked for by the refolution 
are not important to the legiflature and to 
the people of this country. Does not the 
prefident {peak of the fubje&t as an impor- 
tant one, as one which ought to have 
weight in the deliberations of Congrefs, as 
one which may become a fubjeét of legifla- 
tion? He fays, **The ceflion of the 
Spanifh provinee of Lourfianato France, 
which took place inthe courfe of the late 
war, will if carried into effeét, make a 


‘change in the afpe& of our foreign rela- 


tions ; and will doubtlefs have juft weight 
inany deliberations of the legiflature con- 
netted with that fubje&t.”” Here the pre- 
fident {peaks of the faét as officially known; 
he fays it will make a change in the afpeé 
of our foreign relations, and that it will 
have weight in our deliberations. How 
can it have weight unlefs we obtain the 
information afked for ? Shall we under- 
take tg legiflate in the dark upon a fubjeét 
which the prefident has declared to be of 
fuch importance ? If the information 
which fhall be communicated is not proper 
to be publickly known, the prefident will 
fay that it is confidential, and the houfe will 
confider it with clofed doors; but no one 
can deny, after what the prefident has {aid 
inhis meflage, that congrefs ought to pof- 
fefs this information, and all the informa- 
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tion which can be given upon a fubjeét fo 
interefting to the nation. Why then delay 
the fubjeé till a future day ? Gentlemen 
do not intend to deny us this information, 
why delay it by unneceffarily reterring the 
refolution to a committee. The feflion is 
rapidly wearing away, more than one third 
of it is already pafled; it muft clofe on 
the 3d of March. It is important that we 
fhould obtain this information and that we 
fhould obtain it fpeedily, that we may have 
time to confider it and to legiflate upon it. 
Sir, I will venture to fay that no fubjeét 
equally important or equally interefting to 
the people, will come before us this fef- 
fion. Why then do gentlemen with to 
keep it off? Why throw embarraflments 
in the way and attempt te make a queftion 
where there can be no queftion. There is 
no queftion, there can be none, as to the 
propriety ot making this requetft. 

Mr. Randolph faid he felt a total difincli- 
nation to go into a difcuffion of the fubjeé& 
of the refolution with open doors ; and 
whatever might be his own feelings, and 
whatever his folicitude to fatisfy the gen- 
man from Connecticut, he fhould not in- 
dulge them fo far as to ftate in public ona 
ey queftion, thofe reafons which 

e had already refufed to ftate in public 
on the merits of the refolution. The gen- 
tleman, faid Mr. Randolph, feemed to in- 
finuate,. that by refufing to adopt the pre- 
fent motion, wegetufe the information, I 
deny that this is a retufal of the informa- 
tion. What I ftate is, that I have arguments 
of a private nature which I wih to offer up- 
on a difcuffion of that refolution, and un- 
lefs I can be heard in private I am preclu- 
ded from offering thofe arguments. I 
have not faid, that I fhall uitimately vote 
againft the refolution. Nay 1 will ftate 
that I came into the houfe this morning, 
with an intention to call tor the order of the 
day, that the houfe refolve itfelt into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the ftate of the Un- 
ion, forthe purpofe of moving feveral ref. 
olutions on the fubjeé&t of New-Orleans, 
and the fecret communication of the Prefi- 
dent ; ‘and if the gentleman would permit 
me, 1 would now make that motion. 


Mr. Rutledge. [Federal] If I thought 
the requeft propofed by the refolution 
could in any way embarrafs the executive 


make the requeft. 


ced by it. What do we afk for in this 
refolution ? We fimply afk of the Prefi- 
dent intormation relative to an important 
fa€t which he has publicly ftated to ve a 
faét. It is reafonable and important that 
‘this information fhould be obtained. It 





'has for many months been ftated tn the- 


' public papers of Europe and America, that 


| the province of Louifiana has been ceded to 
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or interfere with any exifling negociation, | 
‘| I would be the laft perfon in the houfe to |; houfe would be unahimous in adopting 
I do not perceive that || the refolution, if brought forward at a prop- 
any embarraffment can poflibly be produ- |/er time, and in a proper manner.—He 


| France. 





| 





It has long fince been publicly 
fpoken of in the Britifh parliament: yet 
the legiflature of the United States has re- 
ceived no official information that fucha 
ceffion has been made, unlefs, indeed, the 
{light mention of the fa€t by the Prefident 
may be confidered as official information. 
He ftates that the ceffion has been made, 
and {peaks of it as important tothe United 
States, as making a change in the alpeét of 
our foreign relations, and as demanding the 
attention of the legiflature ; yet we know 
nothing of the particulars and circumftan- 
ces of this tranfaétion, which is as smpor- 
tant to the people of this country as any I 
can conceive, and about which, if this mo- 
tion prevails, they will be kept totally in 
the dark. The gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Randolph), fears that the difcuffion 
will involve {ubje&ts which ought to be 
kept fecret : heisapprehenfive that the mer- 
its of the queftion will be brought into 
view in the difcuflion of the refolution. 
Sir, no limits of difcuffion can embrace the 
merits. The queftion is fimply, thall we 
afk tor the information ? Ifthe refolution 
is adopted, the Prefident is not even requef- 
ted to difclofe any ta&t which, in his opin 
ion, ought not to be knowa by the houfe. 
It he fhould make a communication of faéts, 
the knowledge of which ought to be confin- 
ed to the legiflature, he will-give us notice 
that the communication if confidential ; 
the doors of the honfe wiil be fhut, and I 
will anfwer for myfelf and my friends that 
‘the information will not be difclofed.—Sir, 
I can fee no good reafon why we fhould go 
/into a committee of the whole to difculs 
_this queftion, when it has been ufual to de- 
cide fimilar queftions in the houfe where 
intormation has been defired. I fhall give 
| my vote againft the motion. 
| 





|” Mr. S. Smith [Democrat] faid no gen- 
_tleman had exprefled any unwillingneis to 
receive or to call for this information con- 
templated by the refolution. The only ob- 
jeétion ftated, was to a difcuffion at the 
| prefent time, and in this particular mode. 
It was well known, that there were fub- 
jeéts of a fimilar nature, referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole on the ftate of the un- 
ion. If gentlemen would confent to go 
into a committee and take up thofe fab. 
jets, they might all be cenfidered at the 
fame time. , He did not know but the 





| recolleéted that when a call for papers was 


made relative to the Britifh treaty, certain 
gentlemen objeéted to the call becaufe it 
was ftated, that a negociation reight be 
pending, and that a call for papers under 
fuch circumftances, would be improper ; 
whether a negociation might not now he 
pending, he could not fay. He knew, 











however, that the refolution in the cafe juft 













































































‘contained in out treaty with Spain, or to 


nays upon the queftion. 
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mentioned, was referred to acommittce of 
the whole houfe, and that had been the 
invariable praétice in fuch cafes. 


Mr. Dana [Federelift] had heard no 
intimation that any negociation refpeéting 
the ceffion of Louifiana to France is pend- 
ing. He pretended not to be in he fe- 
crets of the cabinet: but he had under- 
flood, that the negociation had been com- 
pleted, in the courfe of the late war. The 
ta&t was fo flated by the prefident, and he 
had never heard it contradi@ted. Though: | 
the prefident had ftated the {imple faét, that 
fuch a-ceflion bad been made, and 
«called the attention of the legiflature tot 
fubjeét, he had not given {uch antorma- 
tion as could guide their deliberations.— 
Befides the fimplefaét, it was important 
toknow, whether Louifiana was ceded to 
France according to its limits as defined, 
in 1763, by thgjtreaty of Paris, or accord- 
sng to the exgent anciently claimed by 
France. It alfo important to know, 
whether it-wasexprefsly agreed to be hold- 
en by France, fubjea to the ftipulations 
be holden in the fame condition as it might 
be in at the time of delivering it up. 

Mr. Grifwold called for the yeas and 


r, Smilie | Demo. } was in favour of the 
motion.—He wel] remembered, that when 
a refolution was before the houfe calling , 
for information refpeétiag the Britith trea- 
ty, that refolution was referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe, and he thought 
this ought to take the fame courfe. 

Mr. Davis [Democrat] faid as the yeas | 
and nays had been called tor, it became 
his duty to ftate the reafons tor the vote 
which he fhould give, and to declare to 
the world the motives by which he was ac- 
tuated. Fle faid the honfe was called up- 
on by the executive to deliberate upon a 
fubjeG of great national importance, and 
one in which the people of the weftern 
country are particularly interefled. Had 
not the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Randolph) fuggefted his intention to move 
immediately to go into committee to con- 
fider the Prefident’s Meffage relative tothe 
fhutting of the port of New-Orleans, he 
was not certain how he fhould have voted 
upon the prefent queftion. He had now 
refolved to vote againft it. He thought 
the information afked for by this refolution 
neceffary to enable the houfe to a& un- 
derftandingly upon the fubjeét ; he was 

therefore oppofed to any delay in procur- 

ing the information. He with d to know 
of gentlemen what was tp be g-ined by re- 
ferring the refolution to a committee. If 
the fubjeét needed difcuffion it might be 
difcuffed in the houfe and without delay. 
No gentleman would fay that he expected 
to derive the information called for trom 


-no objeétion to our calling tor the infor- 


refolution. The gentleman from Virgin- 
ia fays, that we are now prepared to pro- 
ceed to the confideration of the prefident’s 
confidential meflage, and that we may at 
the fame time confider this refolution. Sir, 
fays Mr. Davis, that gentleman may be pre- 
pared for this butlam not. So far from 
being prepared to proceed upon that. fub- 
jet before I a€& upon this refolution, I 
want.this information to enable me to aét 
underftandingly upon that fubje&@. That 
gentleman mav have all the information 
which he could wifh: I have not. 
gentlemen may polffe{s means ofderivingfe- 
cret information from the cabinet : I have 
none. I fhall give my vote, fir, againft re- 
tering the refolution to a committee. 


Mr. Randolph faid he poffeffed no infor- 


tleman might obtain if he chofe. 


Mr. Huger. Mr. Speaker, I confefs I 
cannot underftand the objeétions of the 
gentlemen who oppofe the adoption of this 
refolution. The gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Randolph) profeffes to haye no ob- 
yeétions to calling for the information, and 
yet infifts that it fhall not be called for un- 
lefsin a fecret committee witb clofed doors. 
W hat can be his objeét in this ? If there be 


mation and indeed if it be proper to do fo 
at all, it is certainly proper to call for it 
publicly. No fecret ot the goverment can 
be difclofed by the adoption of the refolu- 
tion, for the information to be given is left 
difcretionary with the executive. Keter- 
ence has been made to the adoption of a re- 
folution calling upon the executive for pa- 
pers relative to the Britifh treaty. 1 was 
not a member of the houfe at the time when 
that refolution was adopted ; but if I right- 
ly underftand the fubjeét, the principles o! 
that refolution were very different from 
thofe of the prefent. That refolution rela- 
ted to a negociation between our own gov- 
ernment and a foreign power. Papers, it 
was underitood, were to be demanded trom 
the executive as a right, and to effeé a par- 
ticular énd, which was deemed in its ef- 
fence unconftitutional. The call for pap- 
ers was confequently oppofed,as unneceff- 
ary andimproper. The prefent refoJution 
on the contrary, calls for information rela- 
‘ing to atranfaétion, which has taken place 
between two foreign countries upwards of 
twelve months ago. No one however, 
doubts bu: that the probable confequences 
of this tranfa€tion muft deeply affeét the 


geal neceflary and proper, that the repre- 
entatives of the nation fhould receive the 
earlieft and moft corre& information on 
the fubjeét. What mode then more cor- 
reét or proper than that adopted by the gen- 
tleman from Conneéticut to obtain this in- 











any diticuflion which could be given to the 


| formation, This refolution is drawn in 


Some }' 


mation upon the fubjeét but what any gen- || may be fome negociation pending which 
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the moft cautious and refpeétiul terms it: 
afks } 


in the opinion of the executive, 
with perfeét propriety. 


for no information but fuch as may 
’ 


be given 


The fubjeé is of vaft importance to the 
nation and one in which the poople at la 
feel deeply interefted. My colleague (Mr 
Rutledge) has very properly remarked. 
that it has for twelve months been a fyb: 


je&t of public notoriety in Europe ang 


America, and yet the legiflature of: the 
Union remains in profound ignorancé of it, 
Sir, I have felt, and do feel, great furprife 
that the documents relative to this tranfac. 
tion have not, before this been laid befote 
congrefs. I pretend not to be as well 


| acquainted with the concerns of the cabinet 


as {ome gentlemen who fuggeft that there 


/may render it improper to difclofe the 
information aiked for. 


I can however, 
conceiveofno negotiation, that can be af. 
te€ted by the information requefted, but if 
any exifts the prefident wil! fo informus, 
and that will bea fatista€tory reafon for not 
making the difclofure. It this related to 
a tranfaftion between our own government 
and a foreign nation, it would be rationalto 
fuppofe that there might be circumftances 
attending it which it would not be proper 
to make public betore the negociation was 
finally clofed. But that is not the cafe, 
Itts a tranfattion which has taken place 
between two foreign nations : a tranfattion 
which involves ourinterefts, and in whi 
wehave had no agency. The feelings ot 
the nation are alive upon this fubje€t—the 
people are alarmed and will not, nay they 
ought not to be fatished unlefs fomething 
is done. They properly confider the fub. 
je& as a very important one and they aft 
entitled to information refpefting it. I 


| there is anv thing in the information which 


in its nature is improper to be publifhed, 
the prefident will fay fo, and it will be fonie 
fatista€tion to know that fuch a reafon et 
If there is any negociation pending 
which would render adifclofure of the m 
formation improper, a ftatement ot the tack 


will be a fatisfa€tory anfwer from the pres 


fident. 

Mr. Smilie thought it very extraordime 
ry that this motion fhould meet with op 
pofition from the quarter fiom which # 


‘comes. He could not fee any reaion fot 
gentlemen refufing to follow an exam 


_ which thev themfe'ves had fet in the cale 


of acall tor papers on the Bricith treaty, 
intereits of the United States, nor does nor |. 
can any gentleman deny but that it is e- || 


He was very certain that the refoluuoe 
upon that fubje& was referred to a commib } 
tee of the whole : Belides, he weil remem 
bered that the gentlemen who now bring 
torward and fupport the refolution aa 
upon the executive tor papers then den | 
the right of the houfe to make fuch a 
He thought there was fomething extra 
dinary in this. 
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Mr. Gregg faid no perfon could deny 
that this was a very important refolution 
and deferved a full and free difcuflion. 
It was the firft time that he had heard any 
abjeétion againft referring an important re{. 
glution toa committee of the whole. He 
thought it the ordinary courfe of fuch bufi- 
nefs, and the courfe which ought to be 
purfued in the prefent inftance. 


Mr. Grifwold faid, if the obje& of the 
relent motion had been to give opportu- 
nity for a more free difcuffion of the refo- 
jation than it could receive in the houfe, 
he fhould not have the leaft obyeétion to 
the reference. He was willing it fhould 
be difcuffed with al! the freedom that any 
gentleman could wifh. It feemed to be 
the ideas of the gentleman trom Pennfyl- 
vania, laft up, that this was the fole objeé 
of the motion. The gentleman mutft cer- 
tainly be miftaken. The motion is for a 
reference to a fecret committee on the 
flate of the union, a committee in which 
the refolution may be rejeéted without the 
heceflity of giving any reafon for the re- 
je€tion : the information may be denied, 
and the world can never know why or 
by whom. For this reafon I objeét to the 
motion, and not becaufe 1 am unwilling 
to afford an opportunity for a full ana free 
difcuffion. Another gentleman from Penn- 
fylvania (Mr. Smilie) fays that the courfe 
now propofed was adopted in the cafe of 
the refolution calling tor papers relative to 
the Britifh treaty, and at the inftance of 
fome of the gentlemen who now oppofe 
this motion. Itistrue, fir, that refolution 
was referred to a committee of the whole ; 
but it was not toa committee of the whole 
onthe ftate of the union; it was not toa 
fecret committee. That refolution was 
publicly difcuffed, and gentlemen did 
not fhrink from affigning, before the world, 
their refon for the conduét. If gentlemen 
will take the fame courfe now, I have not 
the leaft obje€tion ; I will confent to go 
immediately inte committee of the whole, 
and if gentlemen are of opinion that the re- 


folution requires difcuffion, I fhould think ! 


that the moft proper mode of proceeding ; 
but let the tranfaélion be public. If gen- 
tlemen intend to allow us the information, 
they can have no objeétion to allow it pub. 
licly ; if they intend to deny it, the public 
ought to know their reafons tor the denial. 
itis in vain for the gentlemen to fay that 
the refolution may involve maiters of fecre- 
cy : there can nothing of fecrecy arife out 

it: itis comprifed in a limple queflion 
—thall we have the information ? Who 
can fay that there is any thing of fecrecy in 
this ? I repeat, it gentlemen will deny us 
the information, let ‘hem deny it openly, 
WM the tace of the country, and let the 
ny judge ofthe propriety of the deni- 
al, and do not let them fend us to a fecret 
fommaittee, and there make the denial for 
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‘| clofe by ebferviug, i vat 1 


fhe Balance, 


_reafons which never can be known, or {cr 
no reafon at all. 


[Debate to be concluded in our next.] 











Be it our weekly task, 
To note the passing tidings of the times. 


>> >>>> SOSCKC CCC CS 


Dupgon, February 1, 1803. 





The Rev. Timotuy ALDEN, one of the 
miffionaries, appointed for the purpofe of 
foliciting benetaétions for the relief of the 
fufferers by the late diftrefling fire at Portf- 
mouth, N. H. is now inthis city. A fub- 
feription has been begun, and there is rea- 
fon to hope that a fum not unworthy of the 
opulence and humanity of the citizens of 
Hudlon, will be colleéted. 





The ftate Legiflature met on Tuefday laft. 
—The Affembly made choice of THomMas 
StorM, Speaker—SoLoMOn SOUTHWICK, 
Clerk—and Epuraim Hunt, Sergeant at 
Arms.—The Senate made choice of H. I. 
Bieecxer, Efq. Clerk. The Govern- 
or’s Speech will be publifhed in our next. 








A memorial has been in circulation in 
the Weiftern country to be prefented to the 
Prefident and Congrefs, on the fubjeét ot 
the-late infra€tion of the Spanifh treaty, at 
New-Orleans. ‘The memorial is couch. 
ed in bold and manly language, and ferves 
to fhew with how much indignation the 
weftern people mult obferve the trifling 
and pufillanimous conduét of our govern- 
ment towards the Spaniards.—The memo. 
rialifts ftate, that they owe the United 
States arrears of excife, and other debts and 
taxes, and have no means. to difcharge 
thofe demands, but the produce of their 
farms. That, fhut out, as they are, from 
a market for their produce in the eaft, it 
muft rot on their hands, unlefs the govern- 
ment receive it trom them, at a reafonable 
price, or proteét them in the profecution 
of alawful trade, That, in their opinion, 
prompt and decifive meafures are neceff 
ary, and that they rely on the zmmedtate 
interpofition of the United States.—They 
declare that they have a right to demand, 
and do demand that the government either 
adopt {uch meafures as will fecure them in 
the profecution of their commerce, take 
their broduce trom them at a reafonable 
price, or otherwifle relieve them from con- 
tributions of avy kin. wharever.—They 
verious necefli- 
ty may combel them, uniets relief ts afford- 








ed, to re/ort to meafures which, they may 
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a a 


‘deem calculated to enfure protefion to 
their trade, though they may refult in 
_confequences unfavorable to the harmony 


_ of the Union. 


PROGRESS OF VILLAINY. 
A moft extraordinary attempt has lately 


_ been made to break into the vaults of the 


Bank of South-Carolina. The robber, it 
appears, had entered a drain under one of 
the ftreets, which had been opened for the 
purpofe of «cleaning. From this he had 
dug his way tothe walls of the vault, thro’ 
which he was endeavoring to penetrate, by 
means of a chiflel and mallet, when he 
was difcovered. Aftonifhing as it may 
feem, this daring adventurer had been im- 
mured in his fubterraneous paffage nearly 
three months, without having once feen 
the light of the fun. He had received his 


tprovifions, confifting of bread and cheefe, 


in the night time, trom ‘his accomplices, 
through a grate of the drain. He faid he 
had been driven to this defperate aft b 

loffes at the gaming table !—An aetat 
warning ! 


’ 


CONSPIRACY. 


By a late arrival at Charlefton, from 
London, intelligence is received of the dis- 
covery of a con{piracy which was firft faid 
to be of atreafonable nature, and to have for 
view nothing lefs than the murder of the 
king, feizing of the tower,and with the 
arms depofited there, the taking poffeffion 
of the bank. On examination, however, no 
evidence appeared of plotting againft the life 
of his majetiy, or of feizing the tower, bank 
&c but of feducing fome of the guards from 
their duty and allegiance. A great num- 
ber of the confpirators, with their leader, 
Col. Defpard, were committed to prifon. 
The examination was going on when the 
laft accounts left Englard. 


SENS Fe 
Che uot. 


MARRIED, 

On Thursday last, at the Friend’s Meeting- house, 
Mr. Wittiam Suipuzy, of Pleasant Valley 
(Dutchess county) to Miss Puers Comstock, 
daughter of Thomas Comstock, ef this city. 
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Mr. HOLT, 
If your reply to me had been civil, Ishould have 
returned the civility ; but your ratlings are far be- 
neath my notice, 


EZRA SAMPSON. 
Fanuary Wt. 


es Oa 
(a Sundry * Clofer” articles, prepared. 
for this paper, are poflponed for want of 
room. 
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FOR THE BALANCE. 


—_ 


A COMPARISON. 


Now cheering autumn leaves the plain, 
And dark December's gloomy reign 
Commences o’er our land ; 
Ne more the fanning zephyrs blow, 
The bubbling fountains cease to flow 
At winter’s loud command. 
The beardless rocks—the naked trees, 
And fading turf declare, 
They shrink before the shivering breeze, 
Beneath the piercing air. 
Ah! who can view 
The sad adieu 
Of nature, without pain ; 
Who would not here, 
Indulge a.tear, 
And wish her back again. 


Cold as December’s wintry skies, 
And dreary, all my prospects rise ; 

Oh ! when will genial spring, 
With smiles allay stern winter’s wrath, 
And strew with flowers my thorny path, 

And new enjoyments bring. 

The sunshine of my early days 
No more illumes my way ; 
But clouds obscure the vernal rays, 
And chase their light away. 
Kand hope to thee 
I bend the knee, 
AImploring still thy aid, 
- Leave not this breast 
Devoid of rest, 
Where grief too long has prey’d. . 
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| JULIENNE. 
Kingston, Ulster County, Dec. 1802. 
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FOR THE BALANCE. 


SONNET tro LOVE. 


Sweet madd’ning charmer, leave this troubled 
breast, 

Disturb no more the tranquil hours of life ; 

While lasts this phrenzy how can I be blest ? 

. Depart, and still this tort’ring mental strife. 


Thy angel-pow'r with rapture fills the mind, 
When thy soft passion meets a kind return ; 
But when despis’d, in thee no bliss we find, 
Then fives of anguish in the bosom burn ; 


departs, despair’s dark n'ght prevails, 





he Balance. 


On mis’fy’s tide life’s shatter’d vessel sails, 
And in the gulph of sorrow plunges low ! 


One partial glance from lovely HArRiET’s eyes 
Dispeds each care, and bids hope’s ‘visions rise. 


PHILANDER. 
December 10th, 1802. 





Agricultural. 


From EAION’s Survey of the Turkish Empire. 


THE MODE OF PRESERVING BUTTER, IN TURKEY. 


66 


HE butter, which is moft- 
ly ufed in Conftantinople, comes from the 
Crim andthe Cuban. They do not falt it, 
but melt it in large.copper pans 6ver a flow 
fire, and fcum off what rifes ; it will then 
preferve {weet for along time, if the but- 
ter was frefh when it was melted. We 
layen butter moftly by falting. I have 
ad butter, which, when frefh, was melit- 
ed and {cummed in the Tartar manner, 
and then falted in our manner, which 
kept, two years, good and fine tafted. 


Wathing does not fo intirely free butter 
from the curd and butter-milk, which 
it is neceflary to do in ‘order to preferve 
it, as boiling and melting ; whey Meo 
falt is added to prevent the pure biifyreus 
part from growing rancid, we céftainly 
have the beft procefs for preferving ,but-. 
ter. The melting or boiling, it done with 


care, does not difcolour or injure the 
tafte.”” 


tS 
WMonitorial Department, 


—— 
To aid the cause of virtue and religion. 
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DOCUMENTS CONCERNING THE EXIST. 
ENCE OF NOAH's DELUGE. 


To the Epitors oF THE BaLance, 


As the moft flrenuous exertions 








troubled fancy dreams of nought but wee ; 


cher) ge + 





Vot. If. 


hiftory of Noah’s flood, I thall at feveral 
times, COmmunicate to you for publica. 


tion, a few trom among the numerous 


faéts, which have appeared in corrobora. 


tion of that important piece of facred hif. 
tory : and perhaps it might not be im. 
proper to publifh my communications on 
this fubjeét, under your monitorial head, 


Ww. 





Among the various testimonies of tradition and am 
cient history, in proof of the existence of the del. 
uge, called Noah’s flood, is the following, which 
is mentioned by Barnwarnin St. Pierre. 


** I find (fays St. Pierre) this hiftorical 
teftimony in the hiftory of China by fas 
ther Martini, Book 1.” 


‘* During the reign of Yaus, the fey. 
enth emperor, the annals of the count 

relate, that for fix days together the fun 
never fet, fo that a general conflagration 
was apprehended. The refult, onthe con. 
trary, was a deluge, which inundated the 
whole of China. The epoch of this Chi. 
nefe deluge, and that of the univerfal del. 
uge, are inthe fame century. Yaus Was 
born (according to the Chinefe Chronolo. 
gy) two thoufand three hundred and fey. 
en years betore Chrift ; and the univerfal 
deluge happened, according to the He. 
brew computation, two thoufand three 


hundred and forty years before the fame 
epoch.” 








TERMS OF THE BALANCE. 


To City Subscribers, Two Dollars and fifty cents, 
payable in quarterly advances. 


To Country Subscribers, who receive their papers 
at the office, Two Dollars, payable as above. 


To those who receive them by the mail, Two 
Dollars, exclusive of postage, payable in advance. 
A handsome title-page, with an Index or Tablet 


of Contents, will be given with the last number 
of each volume. 


Advertisements inserted in a conspicuous and 
handsome manner, in the Advertiser which accom 
panies, and circulates as extensively as the Balan@ 


Complete files of the first volume, which havt 


—Price of the volume, bouad, Two Dollars and 
ty cents—unbound, Two Dollars. The whole my 
be sent, stitched or in bundles, to any post-office # 
the state, for 52 cents postage 5 or to any poste 
fice in the union for 78 cents. 
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